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We are writing in response to the Federal Communications Commission�s notice of proposed
rulemaking on the Universal Services Support Mechanism, Section II(B)(3), �Use of Excess
Services in Remote Areas.�

We applaud the Commission�s recent decision to grant the state of Alaska a limited rules waiver
and encourage the FCC to allow other schools and libraries across the country to make excess
capacity available to their communities as well.

1. Extend the Alaska Order
We urge, at a minimum, that the Commission revise its rules and explicitly extend the terms
of the Alaska Order to all communities that lack local or toll-free Internet dial-up access.

2. Expand the Alaska Order
Our further recommendation is that the FCC permit schools and libraries to fully exercise
their own discretion in choosing whether to make excess bandwidth capacity available to
their communities as long as they can certify that these decisions do not increase costs to the
program nor impair the use of discounted services toward their principal educational purpose.
We urge that the FCC grant this discretion to all schools and libraries that qualify for
discounted services, regardless of a community�s access to toll-free dial-up access.

As representatives of schools, libraries and community organizations who serve the public
through education, we believe this opportunity will result in a variety of creative responses:

• In remote communities without toll-free Internet access, a school may allow students and
their families to obtain it through the school in the evening.  As a result, demand for home
Internet access in the community may steadily expand to the point that it becomes more
viable for a commercial ISP to provide service.

• Schools may permit nearby nonprofit organizations that run educational after-school
programs to tap into unutilized bandwidth during late afternoon and evening hours.



• Increasingly, libraries may choose to allow wireless access points on their roofs, enabling
people to explore the World Wide Web while seated on benches outside even when a library
is closed.

We commend the Commission for exploring this opportunity to extend the Universal Services
Support Mechanism�s impact much further into low-income and remote communities without
increasing the program�s costs or diminishing its primary purpose.
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